THE YAZOO PASS EXPEDITION

A Union Thrust into the Delta

After six failed attempts to reach Vicksburg, General Ulysses S. Grant developed a
plan. The Yazoo Pass Expedition was a Union army/navy operation meant to bypass
Vicksburg by using the backwaters of the Mississippi Delta. Operations began on
February 3, 1863, with a levee breach on the Mississippi River. The expedition was
delayed because of natural obstacles and Confederate resistance, which allowed
the Confederate army under Lieutenant General John Pemberton to block passage
of the Federal fleet. The Confederates continued to rebuff the fleet and finally
defeated it in the spring. Larry McCluney examines the expedition from start to
finish in never-before-seen detail.
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